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and to let the matter stand over until then, so I cancelled all the
arrangements he had made, and wrote to de Robeck, to tell
him what had happened, and he replied as follows :

H.M.S, Vengeance.

" My dear Commodore,

It is good news to hear that you have averted what
would have been nothing less than a catastrophe, had V.A.
sent a wire or carried out his idea. Please impress on him
that nothing would upset me more than his going sick;
I am proud to serve under him and will continue to do
my level best; at the same time I would view with the
gravest misgivings any other Admiral being sent out to
relieve him at this period of the operations, which are now
ready to be taken to a successful issue I Nothing pleases
me more than to be the Second in Command under him.
I can see no earthly reason why he should not rest for a
day or two and we can carry on the work such as it is;
everything being now arranged I only wait the day!

Please tell him the wboh Fleet would be upset if he carried
out his proposal and we will all loyally see him through to
the end of his work.

In haste,

Yours ever,

J. DE ROBECK."

That night, Wemyss signalled that he was coming from
Mudros next morning, with a telegram from the Admiralty,
which had arrived by land wire from Malta, with instructions
that it was not to be transmitted by wireless. This was very
fortunate, as Wemyss was senior to de Robeck and the command
devolved on him, if Garden hauled down his flag.

After thoroughly overhauling the Admiral, the fleet surgeon
and the doctor from the Soudan reported very unfavourably,
they declared that he would completely break down, unless he
had three or four weeks* thorough rest and freedom from anxiety.
So the die was cast.

I was in the confidence of all three Admirals, and my task that
day was a difficult one. Garden's one idea was to efface himself
and do what was best for the Service. De Robeck was in full
agreement with all the orders which had been prepared for the